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C. Flemming Heilmann, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.A yarn about Flemming s itinerant World War Il childhood and education in British colonial
Malaya. The book leaps into a roiled global environment, which forces risky decisions and navigation of
uncharted waters, sink or swim. Imminent Japanese invasion plucks the frail five-year-old Flemming out of his
environment within the bosom of benign Muslim culture on a Malayan rubber plantation, where his father is in
charge of a Danish owned group of properties. Abdul Rahman is his Malay mentor, whose daughter, Fatima, is
his beloved playmate. Alongside his brother, John, and mother, Hedde, he waves his father a fearful, tearful
farewell in a monsoon deluge as an evacuation vessel inches sideways from its Singapore dock through the
gloom. They are refugees headed for unknown Australia, while his father, known as PB, stays at his job
managing the plantations until he too must flee. Eventually, PB escapes with newfound friends on a river
steamer stolen in Singapore Harbor, to reach Perth via the Indonesian archipelago after months of naked peril.
The family is reassembled for years of refugee life assuaged by generous Australians. Peace in Europe prompts
another perilous odyssey, evading kamikaze attacks in the Pacific, and returns the family to Europe before the
Japanese capitulate. As Hedde returns to Malaya to join PB, her religious conviction consigns Flemming to an
evangelical school in otherwise secular Denmark. Beyond reach of missionaries, he sinks roots into Danish
culture, observing its socialist embrace of Janteloven - a Nordic egalitarian dogma, which scorns individualism
and personal achievement. Upon a return visit to his parents in Malaya, he survives a communist insurgent
attack on the plantation homestead, and then soaks up the eclectic folklore, colors, sounds and smells...
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