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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from An Address: Delivered Before the Alumni and Students of the Department
of Law, of the University of Michigan, Wednesday, June 24, 1891 Not infrequently we have heard and still hear
the United States of America alluded to as the Young Republic of the West, or sometimes as the Latest
Experiment in Government, and its short national life contrasted with the older governments of Christendom;
and yet, dating the birth of our Government from the year in which its Federal Constitution was adopted by the
several States of which it is composed, and it was launched on the sea of political existence, one hundred and
two years ago, it has outlived all of its contemporaries. Is it not safe to say that, looking at actual political
conditions, at realities and not names, the United States Government, constituted in 1789, retains its identity of
form and substance more than any other government in Christendom, which existed at the time we entered the
family of nations? That it is in fact the senior and not the junior of the world s governments and has had a
longer continuity of unaltered political institutions? The chronic political confusion and fluctuating systems, the
checquered existences of the States and communities of Mexico and every Central and South American State,
intermittently rent by political dissensions and overturned by revolutionary violence, have left to no other
Government on this hemisphere a permanence or longevity comparable with our own. The Great Britain of
1789 is unquestionably Greater Britain of to-day; but who can detect much resemblance between the
government dominated by the narrow mind and personal will of George the Third, and that over which in our
day...
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