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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .flower must be of the Loniceraceoe. A spiked blue veronica grew in
places like twitch. The varied brilliance of the crotons, and a kind of colcus, cannot be described; they enliven
every cottage plot in the native villages. Creeping ferns lined the watercourses, and we gathered seedlings of
several other species. On many bungalows the bougainvillea attained great luxuriance. I believe the fine colour
belongs to strongly developed bracts rather than to the true flower. This applies also to the Poinsettias,
standing with scarlet involucra many feet high in gardens, but said to be introduced into Ceylon. I saw a single
sandal-wood tree in a garden. I should imagine it is indigenous in the interior of the country. The castoroil plant
of course abounded; and we noted a caper. The betel-nut is hawked about in a fresh state, for staining the
teeth, etc., so it doubtless grows at hand. Pines are common enough, selling even to strangers at fourpence
apiece; but they lack flavour, and are woody in texture. I had never seen one green. Two species of bamboo
stood side by side. The native kind has yellow stems, the introduced one being all green. On the sandy shore a
bright convolvulus-like flower spread in a manner suggestive of our own bindweeds; the ample corolla was rose
to puce colour, and the fleshy leaves were in pairs. A most picturesque sheet of water, surrounded by palms,
had the surface covered with curious floating leaves, barred with...
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