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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The U.S. aviation system is one of the safest in the world, reflecting the
work of FAA, industry, and others to continually improve safety. To further enhance safety, in 2005, FAA began
adopting a proactive, data-driven, risk-based approach to managing safety, referred to as SMS, and has
proposed rules that would require SMS implementation for certain segments of the aviation industry. GAO was
asked to review SMS implementation in the aviation industry. This report addresses (1) the status of SMS
implementation at FAA and in the aviation industry; (2) key challenges that FAA and industry face in
implementing SMS; and (3) actions aviation stakeholders believe FAA could take to improve SMS
implementation. GAO reviewed FAA documents and interviewed FAA officials. GAO also interviewed
representatives from 20 selected aviation stakeholders, including commercial air carriers, certificated airports,
repair stations, and design and manufacturing firms. Because the stakeholders were non-statistically selected
based on their size, SMS implementation, and the industry segment represented, their views cannot be
generalized to the industry or any industry segment.
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