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Preface So LITTLE is known about any of our colonial archi tects that it seems not too presumptuous to attempt
to frame this unfinished sketch of a man who deserves recognition. The urge to develop the biography of
William Buckland was an inherited one. It was stimulated by the study of a few family papers and a close
association of one of the authors for many years with Buck lands Annapolis houses. Every family has its
traditions but most lack a member with time and energy to put these traditions in some sort of permanent
form. A professional knowledge of the byways and ancient mores of London and Oxford, as well as of the finer
points of eighteenth century architecture., was needed to round out the story of Bucklands career. Therefore,
the two authors became associated in an effort to recreate the life of one of the few pre-Revolutionary
craftsmen whose buildings still stand today, serene and authenticated. His is typical of the traditional American
success story the poor young mans progress and rise in the world. Though his opportunities lay more in the
domestic field than in public works, they are unrivaled in his time and place. We have...
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